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E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, EAGR, EG, EEC 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN REQUEST TO LOWER UMR FOR WHEAT 

REF: (A) CAIRO 8427, (B) EC BRUSSELS 4098 

MISSION OFFICERS DISCUSSED WITH EC OFFICIALS IN DG-6 
AND 8 EGYPTIAN REQUEST TO LOWER WHEAT UMR FROM 2.5 
TO 1.6 MILLION MT FOR 1977/78 PERIOD. COMMISSION 
OFFICIALS INDICATE THAT THEY RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL 
REQUEST FROM THE GOE ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO AND ARE 
CURRENTLY EVALUATING GOE JUSTIFICATIONS. THE GOE 
REQUEST IS BASED PRIMARILY ON ITS SERIOUS BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS PROBLEMS AND TO A LESSER EXTENT ON A 
SHORTFALL IN GRAIN CROP PRODUCTION AND ON RISING 
FOOD NEEDS. THESE OFFICIALS INDICATE THAT NO 
DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE ON THIS REQUEST BUT THAT 
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THEY BELIEVE THAT THE COMMUNITY MAY EVENTUALLY LOWER 
THE UMR TO ABOUT 2.0 MILLION MT FOR THE 1977/78 
PERIOD. HINTON 
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